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Filing Fees Increase Sunday, April 9, 2006

(Information from Glen K. Pal-
man, Chief, Bankruptey Conrt
Adpinistration, Administrative
Offce of the U.S. Conrts)

he Deficit Reduction

Act of 2005 (Pub.L.
109-171) was enacted on
February 8, 2006. The
new law includes several
changes to U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court filing fees.

These fee increases will
take effect for all new
cases filed 60 days from
enactment of the bill.
Thus, the increases will
apply to all new cases
filed on or after Sunday,
April 9, 2006.

Under the Deficit Reduc-
tion Act, the filing fee
for a Chapter 7 case:
increases from $220 to
$245, total fees due at
filing $299.

The filing fee for a Chapter
13 case increases from $150
to $235, total fees due at
filing $274.

*(The bankruptey fee increases af-
Ject only the statutory chapter filing
Jees; all other fees collected at filing,
such as the $39 miscellaneous fee in
all chapters and the §15 trustee fee
in Chapter 7 cases, remain un-

changed.)

It appears that Congress in-
tended to increase Chapter 11
filing fees as well, from $1,000
to $2,750, which would raise
the total fees due at filing to
$2,789. However, there is a
drafting error in the bill which
incorrectly references the
statutory subsection prescrib-
ing the Chapter 9 fee, rather
than the Chapter 11 fee.
Thus, the Chapter 11 fee, at
this time, is unaltered.

Bankruptcy Filings Fall at Beginning of New Year

B ankruptcy filings in the
District of Arizona
reached a record total of

influx of filings before the
October 17 inauguration of
the Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-

34,924 filings in 2005. In Oc- vention and Consumer Pro-

tober 2005, because of the

tection Act, new bankrupt-

cies totaled 10,409.

In 2000, by contrast, bank-
ruptcies in Arizona fell 83.5

(Continued on page 5)
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USBC Web Site Developer Begins New Duties March 20

T he Arizona bankruptcy
court’s has added a Web
Site Developer to its Man-
agement Information Sys-
tems Department. Louis
Maconi began his tour of
duty with the court March
20.

Louis, most recently em-
ployed as a Systems Engi-
neer for EMCOR Facilities
Service/FKC, holds a Mas-
ter of Science degree in
Computer and Information
Systems from the University
of Phoenix and a Bachelor
of Science degree in Infor-
mation Technology. He is
proficient in advanced
HTML coding and ad-
vanced Active Server Page
scripting, database design
for web-based application

Self-Help Information Now Available
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support, and a variety of
programming languages.

The court created the new
Web Site Developer Posi-
tion as a result of the 2005
Strategic Planning initiative
formulated by judges, court
managets, attorneys and
trustees: Complete plans for the
redesign of the court’s web site for
content and functionality, to
make it interactive, nser-friendly,
and mission-directed.

The Web Site Redesign
Strategic Planning Commit-
tee has met monthly since
February 2005 to research
its goal and recommend the
most productive means of
achieving it. To determine
user needs and wants with
respect to web site format
and content, the committee

On USBC Web Site

The Arizona Bankruptcy
Court has added a Self-Help
page to the court web site at
www.azb.uscourts.gov.
Clicking on the Self-Help
link at the top right of the
court’s home page brings up

the houts, location, and vol-
unteer attorney assistance
availability of the Phoenix
on-site Self-Help Center at
the 230 N. First Avenue
federal building. It also
leads users to the links pic-
tured below:

] St el o gy Froma

Bankruptcy Forms

3| Shoe detals o Cois
4 Creditors

| ) She s s i Wit ey

Filing Without an Attorney

5] Shes datals oy imour Cout et :
b Important Court Information

“Bankruptcy Forms” in-
cludes a fillable petition,
Statement of Affairs, and
bankruptcy schedules. The
“Creditors” link leads to a
fillable Proof of Claim form
and the court’s monthly
unclaimed funds report.
“Filing Without an Attor-

sent out a survey to mem-
bers of the Arizona State
Bar Association, asking at-

torneys to evaluate the web
site’s current functionality
and make suggestions for its
improvement.

The Self-Help page added
to the court web site in
January 20006 (see story below)
grew from the Web Site

Redesign Committee’s focus
on enhancing the web site’s
usability and from the Self-
Help Strategic Planning
Committee’s goal of having
the court provide height-
ened pro se assistance.

NEWSelf Help Tnfo 4

ney” includes information
and forms needed to fulfill
the requirements of the
Bankruptcy Abuse Preven-
tion and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2005. This link
also features the Adminis-
trative Office of the U.S.
Courts’ informational pam-
phlet “Bankruptcy Basics.”
Finally, through the
“Important Court Informa-
tion” link, users can access
court calendars and lists of
judges’ procedures.
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Bankruptcy Court’s Self-Help Center Featured
in Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Publication

Newsleter

of the
Federal

BRANCH

Help Desks for People Without Lawyers

Home/Contents
Masthead

“It is important to all of us that every citizen, whether educated or not, have a fair and practical opportunity
for their grievances to be heard,” said Chief Judge Charles Kocoras (N.D. Ill.). That's why his court, the North-
ern District of Illinois, offers a newly created “help desk” where non-lawyers can get advice from a volunteer
attorney.

Similarly, in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Arizona, members of the clerk of court’s staff take
turns offering advice to non-lawyers at a “self-help center” within the Phoenix courthouse.

“We try to give them the tools to represent themselves,” Clerk of Court Terry Miller said of the year-old initia-
tive. “So far, it’'s been pretty successful.”

Navigating the federal court system can be a daunting task for the non-lawyer involved in a civil case. Courts
long have used various methods to make the process more user-friendly. Now, a few courts offer consultations
at the courthouse with court employees or volunteer lawyers.

“It’'s apparent that there was a crying need for such a service,” Kocoras said. “It is no exaggeration to say that
for most lay people, including pro se filers, the procedural and substantive aspects of the law represent an un-
solvable maze.”

When people representing themselves in civil cases visit the federal courthouse in downtown Chicago, they can
make their way to the help desk, open for most of each court day, and get free advice from a Chicago Bar As-
sociation member. A session might last from a few minutes to a half hour.

Kocoras said an initial benefit is that a pro se litigant “will have an audience with whom they can share their
plight”—an opportunity the judge calls significant.

(Continued on page 4)
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Bankruptcy Court’s Self-Help Center Featured
in Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Publication

(Continued from page 3)

The non-lawyer contemplating a lawsuit may be advised to seek help from a city or

state agency, or other resource, rather than file suit. “If the problem described calls
for the preparation of a civil complaint, then the attorney at the help desk can assist
or direct the preparation of a complaint in an appropriate legal form,” Kocoras
said.

“The desk should help the court by potentially reducing or eliminating the need for
dismissal of the complaint for reasons of its deficiency, either before or after a mo-
tion is filed by the party being sued,” he added. “This will save defense counsel’s time

and expense, as well as lessening the burdens on the judge in considering poorly drafted complaints.”

The Chicago Bar Foundation, the charitable arm of the Chicago Bar Association, supplied the necessary funding
for the project.

A far greater percentage of people involved in bankruptcy cases do not have a lawyer’s help. In Phoenix, the
self-help center assists pro se debtors and creditors from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, offering them educational information and the appropriate forms.

“We’ve been able to provide this service at essentially no cost because our people work at the center on a ro-
tating basis, as part of their routine,” Miller said.

The bankruptcy court also partnered with the bankruptcy section of the Arizona State Bar to host a volunteer
attorney one day a week to answer basic questions from litigants who do not have their own lawyer.

“Our efforts are still in their infancy, but we like what we’ve seen,” Miller said.

In Chicago, Chief Judge Kocoras encouraged other courts to consider similar projects if funding issues can be
resolved.

“I believe such a help desk would be beneficial for other district courts, particularly those in metropolitan ar-
eas,” he said.

Self-Help Center to Open Daily As of 04/03/06

Beginning April 3, 2006, the  at the Self-Help Center dur- 9 am. to 11 a.m.

USBC Phoenix Office’s 6th  ing these hours to provide To register for an appoint-
floor Self-Help Center will assistance to pro se filers. ment, call 602-682-4000;
bC.OpCfl Monday t‘hrough 20-30 minute attorney con- d1al “0.” Or inquire at the
Friday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. sultations will be held on front counter.

Court staff will be available Tuesdays at the Center from
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Judge George B. Nielsen, Jr.: Updated Instructions
For Obtaining a Final Hearing Date On
Contested Motions for Relief from Stay

K. Motions for Relief from
Stay

The court will not routinely
waive the ten-day stay of
Federal Bankruptcy Rule
4001(a)(3) and will strike
language to that effect con-
tained in a submitted order.
If the movant believes such
relief is appropriate, a sepa-
rate affidavit specifically
supporting the relief must
be submitted with the order.
"Boilerplate" statements are
disfavored.

Obtaining a Final Hearing
Date on Contested Motions
for Relief From Stay

1. After an objection or
response has been filed
to a Motion for Relief
from Stay, the moving
party must promptly e-
mail Jan Hernandez
with the form
"REQUEST FOR
HEARING DATE IN
AN ECF CASE" at

gbnecthear-
ing(@azb.uscourts.gov

to obtain a date for a 30
minute Final Hearing.
The form, once com-
pleted, MUST include
the "relate to" number
of the underlying mo-
tion. Failure to
promptly request a
hearing will be deemed
a waiver of the priority
hearing provisions of 11
U.S.C. Section
362(e)(2).

2. Download the PDF
Order: PROCEDURE
ORDER.

3. Prepare a notice of final
hearing. Attach the
PROCEDURE OR-
DER to the notice of
hearing. A copy of the
PROCEDURE OR-
DER MUST be at-
tached to the notice of
hearing for notice to
be effective. Please
include the "relate to"
docket number of the
underlying motion un-
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der the subject
of the hearing.

4. Serve the notice of
hearing, with the Order
attached, to the appro-
priate parties and file
the notice and certifi-
cate of service via ECF.

*(Please consult these instructions
on the court’s web site at
www.agb.usconrts.gov in the
“Tudges Procedures” section.
Please also read the instructions
on p. 8 of this issue for the correct
linkage of related documents in

CM/ECF.) vy

Bankruptcy Filings Fall at Beginning of New Year

(Continued from page 1)

per cent below the 2005
totals of 3993 for January
and February, to 660 in the
first two months of the new
year.

Through February, Chapter
7 new filings in Arizona

totaled 485. 3,148 new
Chapter 7 cases were filed
during the same period in
2005. A total of 159 Chap-
ter 13 cases was filed
through February 20006,
versus a total of 820 in
2005.

In the opinion of Clerk
Terry Miller, as quoted by
the Arizona Republic in a
news story March 7, "It's
going to take some time
before they [filings] get back
up." It may even take two,
three, four years."
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REFUND POLICY

Filing Fees

Pursuant to the Guide to Judiciary Policies and Procedures Chapter XIlI, filing fees may

not be refunded if the filing was in error or the case is dismissed.

The following filing fees may not be refunded if it later appears that the filing of the

document incurring the fee was in error.

1. Bankruptcy Petition Filing Fee

2. Motion/Notice of Conversion Filing Fee

Motion to Reopen Filing Fee

Adversary Complaint or Notice of Removal Filing Fee
Notice of Appeal Filing Fee

Motion for Relief From Stay or to Modify Stay Filing Fee

N O O kW

Motion to Compel Abandonment Filing Fee

8. The fee for filing any paper where there is not a pending case, to
include registering a judgment from another district

9. Fee for de-consolidation of a joint case

Refundable Payments
The following are examples that may be refunded:

1. The filing fee can be refunded when it is paid and receipted where there is no re-

quirement that a filing fee be paid.

2. A refund can be made when an overpayment is received for any of the required

statutory filing fees. The court is only entitled to the prescribed amount.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Request for Refund

Requests for refunds must be in writing and submitted to the following United
States Bankruptcy Court addresses, Attention: Financial Administration. Upon
receipt of the written documentation an order will be prepared and routed to the appro-
priate judge. Once the judge approves the order for a refund a voucher will be created
to refund the fee.

TUCSON DIVISION
James A. Walsh Courthouse
38 S. Scott Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85701
520-202-7500

PHOENIX DIVISION
U.S. Federal Building

230 N. First Ave., Suite 101
Phoenix, AZ 85003-1706
602-682-4000

YUMA DIVISION

Attention:
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Effective April 13, the
P.O. Box 13011 Yuma Division Mailing

Address Is:
325 W. 19th St. Ste. D
Yuma, AZ 85364

Yuma, AZ 85366
928-783-2288
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From Chambers: Document Relation in CM/ECF

Submitted by Rachael Stapleton, [udicial Assistant to Honorable George B.
Nielsen, Jr. Reprinted from the Fall 2005 USBC Newsletter

Attention, Attorneys and
Trustees:

When you are lodging or-
ders through CM/ECEF, you
should reference the lodged
order back to the underlying
motion/application and not
to the Certificate of Service
and No Objection (CNO),
which is generally being
filed simultaneously with the

Case Number /
Doc#

2:04-ap-00886-GBM |06/24/2005

GATTGHAN v,
SPICEE
@17

|

Case Number /
Doc#

FATTGHATT .
=PICEE.
@24

|

lodging of the order. Please
make sure that the related
document number is the
motion/application’s
document number rather
than the CNO’s document
number. If the order points
to the CNO and the order is
indicated as granted, it ap-
pears that the CNO has
been granted and not the
undetlying motion, because
of the related document

number in the docket entry.
The result is extra editing
time for chambers staff to
correct the document refer-
encing.

Examples of correct and
incotrrect document refer-
encing are provided below.
(Filer information for an
actual case has been altered
for the purpose of offering
an illustrative example.)

Correct

Daoc Filed Hearing Order
Date

Date

k|

93735 pdf MMotion to

Incorrect

Doc Filed Hearing Order
Date

2:04-ap-00886-GEI |07/ 2872005

Date

7]

D - Date /
GSCHPUON | ¢ubmitter
0282005
Approve
Comprorize | JOHIT
JONES
D it Date /
ESCHPUON | g bmitter
95735 pdt | Certificate of [07/28/2005
Service and
o JOHN
Ohijections JONES

1

Page 8

Reminder: Document
Relation and Calendaring

When docketing

notices of hearing,

please be sure to
relate the notice back
to the underlying mo-
tion in order to have
the matter calendared
properly. Our calendar-
ing program is constantly
being updated; and this
is extremely important.
This is one more step in
improving the accuracy
of the ECF court calen-
dar. If you have ques-
tions, please contact any
courtroom deputy.

- Routing
t
otes | ﬂ
| =
- Houting
t
otes | ﬂ

| =
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United States Bankruptey Court
District of Arizona
Filing Statistics Analysis
Calendar Year 2005 vs, 2006

PHOENLX a TUCSON i Yinda i DISTRICT %
CHAFTER 7
2008 o0g ons 2004 aps 2004 ons 2006
Tamnzary 1039 162 (85.1) 326 42 (87.1) &8 g @) 1503 212 (35m
Febmary 117 195 (B34 364 66 (819 | 110 12 (30.1) 1643 273 (33.4)
March 1241 43 166 770
April 1134 (i1 182 2082
Iy 1291 628 195 2814
Tme 1838 525 178 2541
Tuly 1636 502 135 273
August 1348 Gl4 18§ 3158
Seprember 3330 07 310 4557
Oicrobear 7421 2303 6835 10409
Tovember 78 4 4 106
December 120 41 5 166
TOTALS 25117 7553 2254 34024
PHOENIX t TUCSON % FUAA % DISTRICT Lo
CHAFTER 11
os 2004 W05 100G 005 2006 ns  o0g
Tamneary 18 5 T2.2) 1 2 100.0 i 1 100.0 12 g (573
Febmary 4 5 250 2 3 50.0 o 0 0.0 4 g 333
March 10 1 i 11
April 12 1 1 14
May 12 1 0 13
Tune 15 2 1 18
Tuly 11 ] i 11
Auzust a 3 0 12
Sepremibear o 3 1 13
October 13 4 3 20
Tovember 13 ] 0 13
December 4 0 2 g
TOTALS 130 18 g 156
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United States Bankruptcy Court
District of Arizona
Filing Statistics Analysis
Calendar Year 2005 vs. 2006

FHOENIY % TUCSON O YLnA il DISTEICT it
CHAPTER 13
o0& 20046 W05 1006 W05 2006 os 2004
Tapuary 348 a3 (219 100 19 (1.0 7 1l (857 455 g3 (81.3)
February 134 a1 (78.5) 72 12 (B33) a 3 (66.7) 365 78 (9.2}
March 303 o4 13 410
April 313 &7 12 412
May 241 £ g 331
Tune 243 oe 8 350
Tuly 183 35 g 40
Angust 242 12 & 320
Seprembar 298 il g 306
Oictobear 442 215 26 03
Movenher 34 11 0 iz
December i 14 3 6
TOTALS 3030 200 103 4123
TOTAL PHOENIX ol TUCSON % i %o DISTRICT i
FILINGS
005 g mos 006 205 2006 2005 2006
Tammary 1455 230 (54.2) 427 3 (B5.3) 05 1 ] 1877 303 (347
Febmuary 1450 241 (82.1) 438 81 (B1.5) 118 15 274 2016 357 (823)
March 174 738 179 3121
Aprl i 754 95 3408
M=y 1244 711 203 3158
Tune 20946 426 187 2004
Tuly 1830 557 137 2524
Ammust 1500 Ga0 M2 341
Sepiembar 3637 1009 320 4866
Ocrober TROG 1522 T4 11132
Tovemmber 145 35 4 184
December 183 55 10 M8
TOTALS 28277 8362 2365 3804
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Downtown Phoenix’s Copper Square:
Watch for Construction/!
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(Getting) Around 230:

Construction Updates

Downtown Phoenix revitali-
zation continues in Copper
Square. Ongoing projects
include the creation of the
Valley Metro light rail line
and the expansion of Civic
Plaza. Accordingly, several
construction-based traffic
restrictions currently exist in
the immediate vicinity of the
Federal Building at 230 N.
1st Avenue.

U.S. Bankruptcy Court cus-
tomers should be aware of
the following restrictions
during the spring months
of 2006.

% Light Rail

Three lanes of Washington
are restricted from 2nd
Street to Central nightly, as
needed. North lanes are
maintained for westbound
travel. 24 hour closure of
north curb lane between 1st
and 2nd Streets.

% Light Rail

Two lanes of Central re-
stricted from Polk Street to
Washington Street Two
lanes maintained.

% District Cooling

Polk St. closed between 1st
and 2nd Streets for District

Cooling, until approximately
March 17.

* Civic Plaza Expan-
sion

3rd Street closed from Mon-
roe to Washington.

K Utility Construction

APS is installing a manhole
on 3rd Street between Fill-
more and Van Buren in
preparation for Sheraton
Hotel construction. This
work will restrict 3rd Street
between 8:30am and
4:00pm daily Monday
through Friday. Two lanes
will be maintained between
Fillmore and Polk, and one
lane will be maintained be-
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Copper Square

tween Polk and Van Buren.

This activity is anticipated to

continue until the last week
in March..

% Utility Relocation

Crews continue utility relo-
cation activities on Wash-
ington Street. Beginning
Monday, March 6, one lane
will be maintained between
2nd and 3td Streets from
7:00pm - 5:00am (later start
on event nights). During
daytime hours, barricades
will be removed, plates will
cover the work area, and
lanes will be open for ve-
hicular travel.

For the latest construction
updates and navigation tips
for the area around 230,
visit the Phoenix Copper
Square web site at http://

www.coppersquare.com/

Page 12

Attention:

Effective April 13,
the Yuma Division
Mailing Address
Is:

325 W. 19th St.
Ste. D

Yuma, AZ 85364

On Site at 230 N. 1st Avenue

Art Appreciation
What’s behind the glass wall on the first floor of the 230 Courthouse? A monthly rotat-

ing display of paintings by selected local artists, courtesy of the General Services Admini-
stration. Stop and take a quick art walk!

Closing of 230 Café

The 230 Café closed March 17, due to insufficient business to sustain operations. Vending

machines are still available on the first floor for those who want a quick snack.



